CH. VI.]     PRESENT   STATE   OF CHRISTIANITY.     251

advantages or disadvantages such a religion might be
expected to derive from the circumstances in which
it has been placed among us, and from those in which
it still continues.

Experience warrants, and reason justifies and
explains, the assertion, that persecution generally
tends to quicken the vigour, and extend the preva-
lence, of the opinions which she would eradicate.
For the peace of mankind, it has grown at length
almost into an axiom, that " her devilish engine back
recoils upon herself." Christianity especially has
always thriven under persecution. At such a season
she has no lukewarm professors; no adherents, con-
cerning whom it is doubtful to what party they
belong. The Christian is then reminded at every
turn, that his Master's kingdom is not of this world.
When all on earth wears a black and threatening
aspect, he looks up to Heaven for consolation; he
learns practically to consider himself as a pilgrim
and stranger. He then cleaves to fundamentals, and
examines well his foundation, as at the hour of death.
When religion is in a state of external quiet and
prosperity, the contrary of all this naturally takes
place. The soldiers of the church militant then
forget that they are in a state of warfare. Their
ardour slackens, their zeal languishes. Like a colony
long settled in a strange countryl they are gradually
assimilated in features, and demeanour, and language,
to the native inhabitants, till at length almost every
vestige of peculiarity dies away.

If, in general, persecution and prosperity be re-
spectively productive of these opposite effects, this
circumstance alone might teach us what expectations
to form concerning the state of Christianity in this

1 The author must acknowledge himself indebted to Dr. Owen
for this illustration.